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Chorasmia was the northemmost of the oasis lands of ancient Central Asia. I1 y
about the delta of the Amu-dar’ya River, the classical Oxus, from which it derived its livelihood. lts
isolation among the lands of the Eurasian nomads, together with the depredations of the Mongols, and
after them the Timurid armies, has preserved a unique kegacy of standing remains without parallel e bewhere
in Central Asia. In no other place is the pre-lslamic military architecture of an entire land still visible abave
the ground. The Military Architecture of Ancient Chorasmia is the outcome of many years of Fieldwork
by Gairatdin Khozhaniyazov. This is the First time since 5. Tolstov's 1943 publication in transkiion of
Po sledam drevne-lhorezmiiskoi tsivilizasii, and Frumkin's 1970 Archaeology in Seviet CentralAsia that
a comprchensive study of Chorasmian fortifications has been made availabk to the English-speaking
world. Based on his study of the abundant and remarkably preserved examples to be found across
Karakalpakstan and Khorezm, Khozhaniyamy proposes the existence of a Chorasmian school of military
architecture that developed between about the 6th century B.C. and the 4th century A.D. Originally
written in Russian, the work has been translated, cdited and emended by Svend Helms.

Chorasm ian fortifications arc remarkably elaborate and questions arisc as to why they were built, where
the design ideas came from, and against whom were they meant to defend. Ancient Chorasmia remained
generally isolated from political and military events to the south from the gth century B.C. up to'the 15t
century AD. and the rise of the Kushan em pire. Thus, the chief threat to Chorasmia must have been the
nomadic tribes such as the Massagetac and clem ents of the Saca, among others. Many of the fortifications

were built to defend the desert Frontiers of the irrigated lands. These ssues are discussed in an appendix

by Alison Betts.
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Preface (S. W. Helms)
Introduction

Archaeological investigations of defensive works of ancient

Chorasmia
1 Questions regarding the history of ancient Chorasmia 2 Archaeological
investigations into defensive works of ancient Chorasmia Gorodische Bol’shoi
Kirk-kiz-kala Gorodische Eres-kala (also Ar’is-kala) Gorodische
Kazakl'i-yatkan Gorodische Deévkesken Gorodische Ayaz-kala 111
Tash-k’irman-tepe Bol’shoi Aibuiir-kala Ichan-kala (Khiva) Bol’shoi
Guldursun Mal’ii K'irk-kiz-kala Kurgashin-kala Dévkesken wall
Toprak-kala (Khivinskaya) Toprak-kala (Shavatskaya) Kz'il-kala
Angka-kala Gyaur-kala (Sultan-uiz-dag) Akchungul’
Duman-kala Kuz'i-kr’ilgan-kala

Stages in the development of fortifications of ancient
Chorasmia
1 Fortifications of the Archaic period, 6th to sth centuries B.C.

2 Fortifications of the ‘Kangiui’ period, 4th century B.C. to the beginning of the 1st
century A.D. 3 Fortifications of the ‘Kushan’ period, 1st to 4th centuries A.D.
a Typological classification of defensive works of ancient Chorasmia

5 Principles of fortification elements Selection of site Ditch
Proteichismata Structure of walls Pilasters Towers Loopholes
Gates Ramps Citadels Construction techniques
6 Armament and warfare Bow and arrow Sling stones Slings

and stone-catapults

The place of ancient Chorasmian fortifications in relation to
the fortifications of Central Asia

Conclusion



Appendix (A.V. G. Betts): Chorasmians, Central Asian nomads and Chorasmian

military architecture
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