The capacity of the masSihu Measure in Neo-Babylonian Eanna — Several
institutions and private contractors in the Neo-Babylonian period used a standard
called masthu « measure » whose capacity varied from place to place within a
range from 30 to 54 gii (CAD M s.v. masihu). The Eanna temple at Uruk used a
masihu, sometimes designated as the masihu sa Eanna, the masthu Sa Belit Sa
Uruk, or the masihu Sa Istar Uruk, but mosty attested without such qualifications.
This masthu was used in the Eanna for all sorts of purpose, especially in the
hundreds of texts dealing with the delivery of offerings to the deities worshipped
in the temple. In spite of the large number of texts from Neo-Babylonian Eanna,
however, there has been so far no clue as to the capacity of the measure, a factor
which has hampered research on that archive. Publication of the following text
will therefore be welcome by students of the Neo-Babylonian period, since it gives
the equivalent of the masihu of the Eanna in the standard system for dry and liquid
capacities. I am grateful to Prof. W.W. Hallo, curator of the Yale Babylonian
Collection, for permission to publish this tablet. It bears the museum number NCBT
620 and can safely be assigned to the archive of the Eanna on the basis of internal

evidence. Measurements of the tablet are 34 x 47 x 17 mm.
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477 measures of barley

to Bunnanu and

Arad-Innin, to be placed in storage
in the city Udannu ;

306 measures

for the rations of the workmen

[of the te]am of the months TaSritu,
Arahsamnu,

[and] Kislimu, to Nab{i-dan

[...... ] X ten « commanders of ten » ;
[4] measures as fodder

[for the off]spring of horses,

to Nab{i-mukin-ahi, the servant.
Total : 787 measures, (that is),

196 kurrii, 3 pani, 4 sati, and 3 gii of
barley,

received by Nabii-ahh&-usallim.
Months Ulilu, sixteenth day, forty-third
year

of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon.
[ ] the ploughmen
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The text was written only a few days before the death of Nebuchadnezzar,
which occured in the first week of October 562 (Parker and Dubberstein,
Babylonian Chronology, p. 12). It is clear that the amount given in the standard
system in line 14 is intended as an equivalent of the amount in masthu of line 13.
This tells us that the masthu used by the Eanna temple had a capacity of 1 panu
1 satu and 3 gi, that is to say, 45 gii (= ca. 45 litres). This is compatible with the
capacities known for other such measures, between 30 and 54 gii.

Paul-Alain Beaulieu (01-09-89)



